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Raman Spectroscopy, the first 75 years 
 
Abstract: 
 
The lecture will set in historical perspective the discovery and development of Raman 
Spectroscopy over the 75 years 1928 – 2003.  The lecture will begin with an account 
of the discovery of the Raman Effect in 1928 and then trace the gradual practical 
realisation of its great potential which had been revealed by the essentially complete 
theoretical treatment given by Placzek in 1934.  It will also include an account of the 
eventual discovery of non-linear Raman effects from 1962 onwards. 
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